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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 229195 
ORIGIN DHA-05 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ARA-10 INR-07 SS-15 PM-05 PRS-01 
10-13 L-03 ( ISO ) R 

DRAFTED BY D/HA:JCHAVCHAVADZE/CV 

APPROVED BY D/HA:PMDERIAN 

D/HA/ORM:JLCARLIN 

D/HA:MBOVA 

ARA/ECA:RSTEVEN 

127718 240058Z/63 

P 231717Z SEP 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 229195 

ST ADIS/////////////////// 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: PROPOSAL FOR RELEASE OF CHILEAN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS 

1 . IN ORDER TO IMPROVE HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS IN 
CHILE, THE DEPARTMENT WISHES TO FOLLOW UP THE RECENT 
CONVERSATION BETWEEN PRESIDENT PINOCHET AND PRESIDENT 
CARTER BY SUGGESTING THE FOLLOWING ACTION. 

2. WE PROPOSE THAT YOU APPROACH PRESIDENT PINOCHET ON 
BEHALF OF THE ESTIMATED 300 POLITICAL PRISONERS REMAINING 
IN DETENTION IN CHILE. BARRING ANY WHO ARE RECOGNIZED AS 
ACTUAL TERRORISTS, WE ARE SEEKING RELEASE FOR THESE 
PRISONERS SO THAT THEY MAY RESUME THEIR LIVES IN CHILE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 229195 

OR AS EXILES ABROAD. 

3. THIS APPROACH OF PROPOSING A GENERAL RELEASE IN 
ADDITION TO MAKING A CASE BY CASE APPEAL ENABLES US TO 
BECOME ADVOCATES IN PRINCIPLE AS WELL AS IN FACT FOR THE 
PLIGHT OF ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS, PARTICULARLY THOSE 
UNPUBLICIZED AND OFTEN ANONYMOUS PERSONS WHOSE RELEASE 
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HAVE NOT BEEN FOCUS OF HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGANS, I.E., THE 
SEAMEN FROM THE MID. 1973 NAVY TRIAL AND THE AIR FORCE 
ENLISTED PERSONNEL REMAINING FROM THE 1974 AIR FORCE TRIAL. 

4. RE: SCHNACKE AND LAZO WHO HAVE BEEN THE FOCUS OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGNS, THE GOC SHOULD BE SHOWN THE 
ADVANTAGE OF INCLUDING THEM IN THE PROPOSED GENERAL 
AMNESTY. BY SO DOING IT WOULD NOT APPEAR THAT THE GOC 
WAS REACTING TO PRESSURE. THIS WOULD ALSO ELIMINATE THE 
NEED FOR FUTURE REPRESENTATION ON BEHALF OF THESE TWO 
PROMINENT CASES. 

5. SUCH A HUMANITARIAN GROUP AMNESTY TAKEN AT THE 
INITIATIVE OF PRESIDENT PINOCHET WOULD BE ESPECIALLY 
TIMELY AS THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONVENES AND IT WOULD 
BE VIEWED BY THE USG AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AS 
AN IMPORTANT STEP FORWARD IN IMPROVING HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
CHILE. 

6. IF YOU CONCUR THAT THIS PROPOSAL WOULD BE PRODUCTIVE 
YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO PROCEED WITHOUT FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS. 
SHOULD YOU HAVE RESERVATIONS OR FURTHER VIEWS WE WOULD 
WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS. VANCE 
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FOL TEL SENT ACTION SANTIAGO FROM SECSTATE DTD 23 SEP 1977 QTE 
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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 229195 
STADIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: PROPOSAL FOR RELEASE OF CHILEAN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS 

1 . IN ORDER TO IMPROVE HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS IN 
CHILE, THE DEPARTMENT WISHES TO FOLLOW UP THE RECENT 
CONVERSATION BETWEEN PRESIDENT PINOCHET AND PRESIDENT 
CARTER BY SUGGESTING THE FOLLOWING ACTION. 

2. WE PROPOSE THAT YOU APPROACH PRESIDENT PINOCHET ON 
BEHALF OF THE ESTIMATED 300 POLITICAL PRISONERS REMAINING 
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IN DETENTION IN CHILE. BARRING ANY WHO ARE RECOGNIZED AS 
ACTUAL TERRORISTS, WE ARE SEEKING RELEASE FOR THESE 
PRISONERS SO THAT THEY MAY RESUME THEIR LIVES IN CHILE 
OR AS EXILES ABROAD. 

3. THIS APPROACH OF PROPOSING A GENERAL RELEASE IN 
ADDITION TO MAKING A CASE BY CASE APPEAL ENABLES US TO 
BECOME ADVOCATES IN PRINCIPLE AS WELL AS IN FACT FOR THE 
PLIGHT OF ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS, PARTICULARLY THOSE 
UNPUBLICIZED AND OFTEN ANONYMOUS PERSONS WHOSE RELEASE 

HAVE NOT BEEN FOCUS OF HUMAN RIGHTS C AMPAIGAN S , I.E., THE 
SEAMEN FROM THE MID. 1973 NAVY TRIAL AND THE AIR FORCE 
ENLISTED PERSONNEL REMAINING FROM THE 1974 AIR FORCE TRIAL. 

4. RE: SCHNACKE AND LAZO WHO HAVE BEEN THE FOCUS OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGNS, THE GOC SHOULD BE SHOWN THE 
ADVANTAGE OF INCLUDING THEM IN THE PROPOSED GENERAL 
AMNESTY. BY SO DOING IT WOULD NOT APPEAR THAT THE GOC 
WAS REACTING TO PRESSURE. THIS WOULD ALSO ELIMINATE THE 
NEED FOR FUTURE REPRESENTATION ON BEHALF OF THESE TWO 
PROMINENT CASES. 

5. SUCH A HUMANITARIAN GROUP AMNESTY TAKEN AT THE 
INITIATIVE OF PRESIDENT PINOCHET WOULD BE ESPECIALLY 
TIMELY AS THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONVENES AND IT WOULD 
BE VIEWED BY THE USG AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AS 
AN IMPORTANT STEP FORWARD IN IMPROVING HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
CHILE. 
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6. IF YOU CONCUR THAT THIS PROPOSAL WOULD BE PRODUCTIVE 
YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO PROCEED WITHOUT FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS. 

SHOULD YOU HAVE RESERVATIONS OR FURTHER VIEWS WE WOULD 
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WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS . VANCE UNQTE CHRISTOPHER 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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